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Tax Code fair. I know there’s different 
ideas as to whether or not there ought to 
be a $15,000 deductible or a credit. I’m 
open-minded; I’m willing to listen. But 
what I’m not willing to listen to is a direct 
expansion of the Federal role in pro-
viding—a massive expansion of the Federal 
role in providing health care for individuals 
across the country. 

Thank you all for having me. Cliff, thank 
you; you have a very interesting company 
here. I’m proud to be with small-business 
owners. I understand the role of small busi-
nesses in our society. We have worked to 
reduce taxes on small businesses because 
we want you to grow. And the fact that 
you are growing across the country collec-
tively is one reason why our economy is 
so strong. And this economy is doing well. 
The unemployment rate is 4.5 percent; 
small businesses are growing; people are 
working; stock market is up; inflation is 

down. And we’re going to keep it that way. 
One way you keep it that way is to have 
good health care policy emanating out of 
Washington and another is to keep taxes 
low. And that’s what we’re going to do. 
So thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:27 a.m. at 
Man & Machine, Inc. Participating in the dis-
cussion were Mark B. McClellan, visiting 
senior fellow, AEI-Brookings Joint Center 
for Regulatory Studies; Mike Kostinsky, 
owner, and Debbie Couch, manager, Sor-
rento of Arbutus; Clifton Broumand, presi-
dent and chief executive officer, and Lenny 
Merryman, operations manager, Man & Ma-
chine, Inc.; and Phyllis Burlage, owner, and 
Lori Emmert, office manager, Burlage & As-
sociates. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript 
of these remarks. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With the Import Safety Working Group 
July 18, 2007 

The American people expect their Gov-
ernment to work tirelessly to make sure 
consumer products are safe. And that is 
precisely what my administration is doing. 

I’ve called together key members of my 
Cabinet to review the procedures in place, 
the regulations in place, the practices in 
place to make sure that our food supply 
remains the safest in the world. The world 
is changing, and in order to make sure that 
we can continue to have the confidence 
of our consumers, that—we will continually 
review practices and procedures to assure 
the American consumer. 

And so I’ve asked Mike Leavitt, the Sec-
retary of HHS, to lead a task group that 
will report back to me in 60 days on a 
strategy that will review procedures in place 
and regulations in place to make sure that 
they’re meeting the needs of a changing 

world, that part of our strategy is we work 
with our countries from which we import 
goods to make sure that their procedures 
and practices will give us comfort. And fi-
nally, we’ll be working with companies that 
import goods from around the world to 
make sure that their practices meet the 
high standards that we set for the United 
States.

This is a serious issue; food safety and 
consumer safety is a serious issue. We take 
it seriously, and we spend a lot of time 
on it in this administration. So, Michael, 
I want to thank you very much for taking 
on this task force. It’s important for the 
American people to know their Govern-
ment is on top of the situation and con-
stantly reviewing procedures and practices. 
So thank you. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. 
The Executive order establishing the Inter-

agency Working Group on Import Safety is 
listed in Appendix D at the end of this vol-
ume.

Statement on the Resignation of Liza Wright as Director of Presidential 
Personnel
July 18, 2007 

Liza Wright has served as a valuable 
member of my team for over 41⁄2 years.
As Assistant to the President and Director 
of Presidential Personnel, she has been re-
sponsible for recruiting thousands of tal-
ented people to serve throughout the Fed-

eral Government. I value her judgment and 
appreciate her commitment to ensuring 
that we have the right individuals in place 
to serve the American people. Laura and 
I wish Liza, Karl, and their two daughters 
all the best. 

Remarks on the Federal Budget and a Question-and-Answer Session in 
Nashville, Tennessee 
July 19, 2007 

The President. Thank you all. Please sit 
down. Thank you all for coming. I’m glad 
you’re here. Thanks, Darrell. Are you sure 
you want the Federal Government moving 
to Nashville? [Laughter]

Thanks for the invitation. I’ve got some 
thoughts I’d like to share with you, and 
then if you’ve got some questions, I’d love 
to answer some. My job is the Commander 
in Chief, and my job is the educator in 
chief. And part of being the educator in 
chief is to help our fellow citizens under-
stand why I’ve made some of the decisions 
I’ve made that are—have affected your 
lives. And so thanks for letting me come. 

Here we are in the Presidential ball-
room—smart move, Darrell, to pick a Presi-
dential ballroom. [Laughter] I’m sorry 
Laura is not with me. She is, first of all, 
a fabulous woman. She is a patient woman. 
And she is doing a marvelous job as the 
First Lady. 

I want to thank Ralph Schulz, the presi-
dent and CEO of the Nashville Area 

Chamber. I thank the business leaders who 
have allowed me to come and visit with 
you. You do have an exciting city here. 
This, of course, is not my first time here. 
I can remember being here in the 
Opryland hotel complex when I was the 
owner of the Texas Rangers baseball team. 
And I can remember coming here for my 
mother and father’s 50th wedding anniver-
sary. They had a bunch of country and 
western singers sing to honor the 50th wed-
ding anniversary, and it was a special time. 
And you’re right: You’ve got a fabulous city 
here.

I have just come from the Harrington’s 
company, a small business here, the Nash-
ville Bun Company. It was a—[applause].
And I know that some of the employees 
from the Nashville Bun Company are here. 
Thank you for being here today. It’s quite 
an operation. It’s a—I love going to small 
businesses because the small-business sec-
tor of our economy is really what drives 
new job growth. If the small businesses are 
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